
Equitable Economic 
Recovery Task Force

May 26, 2021



Agenda

9:00 Welcome and introductions – Kristin Connelly

9:05   Economic update and state budget – Kristin Connelly and Lindy Lavender

9:15   Review priorities and recommendations for Measure X – All

9:35   Housing and economic recovery – Kristin Connelly and Lindy Lavender

10:00 Adjourn 







Contra Costa Unemployment

Labor Force
530,200

Employment
495,000

Unemployment
35,200

Rate
6.6%

https://edd.ca.gov/Newsroom/unemployment-april-2021.htm



Employment Change



May Revised Budget 
$267-billion budget

$100-billion “California 
Comeback Plan”

• Tax rebate 
• Homeless funding 
• Preschool for all 4-year-olds 
•Grants for small business 
• Funds for learning loss



May Revised Budget 

The ARP included $350 billion in 
funding to state and local 
governments for fiscal recovery 
in the Coronavirus State Fiscal 
Recovery Fund. Of this total, 
California’s state government 
will receive about $27 billion. In 
addition, California will receive 
$550 million in Coronavirus 
Capital Projects Fund from the 
ARP, which also are available to 
the state on a more flexible 
basis.



May Revised Budget 
Legislative Analyst’s Office

• Restore Budget Resilience and 
continue to add to reserves 

• A notable number of May Revision 
proposals provide augmentations 
to new programs, however, rather 
than making significant increases to 
existing safety net programs

• Trying to address many issues, 
which may dilute the impact 

• Need for more oversight and 
mechanisms to monitor 
spending



Measure X
Contra Costa County



Overview

•Community Advisory Board

•Weekly presentations (county, 
community organizations, resident) 

• July 14th - Safety net 
(jobs/income, public benefits, etc.)

•Chaired by Mariana Moore



Four potential areas of focus

1. Guaranteed Income Pilot

2. Early Education
• Funding for childcare slots
• Incentive grants tied to professional development

Letter to the advisory board



Letter to the advisory board
3. Economic Development 
• Technical assistance to very small businesses

4. Workforce Development 
• Technical assistance and support for companies/organizations 

to create paid-internships
• Expansion of the CCC paid internship programs 

• Specific support (and potential expansion) of the health careers 
pathway program.



SEED: Driving economic recovery and 
mobility



SEED: Driving economic recovery and 
mobility



Exploring Guaranteed Income 

History in the US

• “I am now convinced that the 
simplest approach will prove to be 
the most revolutionary —
the guaranteed annual income.”

• Nixon’s Family Assistance Plan

• The Alaska Permanent Fund

Where we are today 

• Mayors for a Guaranteed 
Income

• Oakland Resilient Families

• LA: $24-million Basic Income 
Guaranteed program

• AB 65 - California Universal 
Basic Income Program

• Newsom: $35-million 



Exploring Guaranteed Income 



Housing 
and Economic Recovery



CA Housing Crisis 



Contra Costa – Cost of Housing  
Home values in Contra Costa County

$750K
Median Listing Home Price

$840K 
Median Sold Home Price

$2,511
Average Rent in Richmond

$1,896
Average Rent in Antioch 
Source: RENTCafe



Can tenants afford rent? 



Potential June Webinar Topics

Rental relief and assistance

• What currently exists in Contra Costa 
County  

• How can tenants and landlords apply 

• Utility assistance and application 

• How do these programs support 
preventing homelessness 



Potential June Webinar Topics

Housing and land trusts

• Identified in Measure X needs 
assessment  

• Many local cities/regions to learn from 

• Would acquire housing, land, and 
other real estate and steward them in 
trust to ensure that they remain 
affordable 



Potential June Webinar Topics

Building on existing land

• Explore programs that provide 
technical assistance to 
landowners, such as faith-based 
organizations (LISC)

• ADU financing and the potential 
in construction loans 


